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Kerala’s new IT policy

Support for student entrepreneurship
and incubation initiatives

Trivandrum: Promotion and nurturing of student
entrepreneurship and incubation initiatives are among
the key areas of emphasis in the newly announced IT
Policy of the Government of Kerala, released in late
June 2007.

Clause 7.13 of the policy, under the head,
‘7.Industry’ says-Student Entrepreneurship: The
Government is aware of the need to nurture student
entrepreneurship and will extend all possible help to
support such companies especially in its early stages.

Other relevent clauses are as follows:

7. Industry: 7.1 ICT offers exciting possibilities
for radically changing the economic landscape of

Kerala. The domain competencies of the State, combined
with the infrastructure saturation and burgeoning costs
at the major IT cities in the other States, today offers a
never before opportunity for Kerala, the policy documents
points out.

7.5: Units in the SME sector and startups would be
given special incentives like incubation facility, access to
venture capital and legal support (Copyrights, Patents
and Trademarks). Small and Medium Industries will be
encouraged to take up value added services.

7.7: Content industry is developing very fast around
the globe. Animation, Educational informatics etc. are
some of the fast developing content-based industries. A

rich culture and high level of literacy give the State an
edge in this sector. Promotion of this sector will be
given special focus, especially in the incubation
scenario.

7.9: State IT parks are viewed as incubation
facilities and the Government will encourage successful
IT firms of these parks to set up their own campus in
the State.

7.11: Government recognizes that the very nature
of ICT industry requires flexible working conditions
and amendments to the existing laws will be made if
required, the policy assures existing and aspiring
entrepreneurs.

group of intrepid technology students with

a burning desire to succeed as
entrepreneurs. Abrilliant professor of technology who
guided them through the process of incubation and
growth. And a giant of an IT company with the
readiness to take them under its wings and pilot them
along.

Indeed, a
heady combinat-
ion it is, an into-
xicating cocktail of
a grand oppor-
tunity. And so it
was that Manjul
Sahay, a young and
ambitious student
of 11T, Kanpur, a
native of Bihar, whose desire to seek his fortunes in
areas other than a salaried job, led a group of like-
minded youngsters to think out-of-the-box and to
experiment. They took up the idea of a software
product unit with their teacher, namely Dr. K.R.
Srivathsan, then Professor & Head of the Dept. at IIT,
Kanpur. He was all support and encouragement, and
the idea took shape in the name and form of
Transversal e Network (TeN).

Soon, Dr. Srivathsan was invited to head the 11 TM-
K in Technopark Campus Kerala and when he
accepted and took over the new assignment, the good

Manjul Sahay, the student innovator

doctor brought along Majul .. |
Sahay, his associates and TeN "‘
along to the campus so that he "

. (A US Technology Group Company)
could continue to nurture them.

“When a techno-intellectual of Dr. Srivathsan’s
standing decides to embark on a voyage, there is no
stopping him, nor the fellow-passengers he takes along”,
recollects Manjul Sahay. “That was our good fortune. He
provided us all the infrastructure in [1ITM-K, constantly
prodded us to move along and overcome obstacles and
barriers, gave us enough freedom to indulge in trial and
error exercises and ensured that we succeed.”

It was at this juncture that one of the major
Technopark-based brands, US Technology evaluated the
TeN model and agreed to shelter them through incubation
and successful graduation into a full-fleadged company.

“US Tech’s entry into the scheme of things changed
the scenario substantially”, comments Dr. Srivathsan. “A
strong organization to handhold, mentor and to provide
inputs by way of funds, contacts and guidance all helped
TeN to cut down on incubation time and race towards
self-sustenance.”
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T-BIC: The winner that creates winners....

TeN: The 10/10 success story in technoprenaurial business incubation

prestige of the Technopark brand name was lent to
the TeN team. It was a win-win situation for all
concerned.

Today TeN is widely known and recognized as
the software product offshoot of US Technology.
Both TeN and US Technology belong to the 4.5 billion
US dollars Comcraft group. TeN has been formed as
a separate product company in 2001. During the past
three years TeN has implemented its product based
solutions to 45 clients. SUN Micro Systems is the
technology partner for TeN. The company has its
own offices in USA, Middle East, Bangalore, Delhi
and Trivandrum.

The success of TeN has already inspired the
founding of several similar student-led IT initiatives
in Technopark, and some companies in the campus
have been coming forward to shelter and support
such start-ups. Thanks to Technopark, Dr. Srivathsan,
I1ITM-K and US Technology, a whole new culture in
technopreneurship is striking roots in the Campus
and spreading its message across the State.

Another confidence-building
factor was the constant interaction
Manjul Sahay and friends had with
Sri. R.C. Dutt, Technical Advisor-
Technopark, and a proven expert in
the art of business incubation.
Through him, the entire weight and

\elozeta Engineering Solutions.

Gene Annotation and DNA Barcoding.

T-TBI welcomes 3 new ventures

hree new venture companies founded by technopreneurs were given green signal
for admission to the Incubator by the Technopark Expert Committee. The companies
are Light Logics Holography and Optics Pvt. Ltd., Soorya Kiran Bioinformatics (P) Ltd and

Light Logics Holography and Optics Pvt. Ltd.: Light Logics is a Company

functioning in techno-intensive areas of Holographic imaging, Photonics and

Optics. The Company has developed and acquired technology for a set of products

of immense relevance and tremendous commercial potential. In contrast to routine

security hologram production companies, Light Logics function in the core technology

areas. The Company has a strong Research and Development wing that sets quality
standards and makes new generation holographic products and solutions.

Soorya Kiran Bioinformatics (P) Ltd: The company aims to deliver
unique products for life scientists and computational biologist. It includes
tailored products according to the clients need as well as open sources for

the academia and professionals in the area of Bioinformatics. It also offers services in the
field of Bioinformatics such as Micro Array Image Analysis, PCR Primer Design and Analysis,

\Velozeta Engineering Solutions: Velozeta is an engineering solution

provider for Automobile systems and Green Energy Products. On the basis

of advanced engineering application know-how, \elozeta supplies robust, easy-to-use solutions.
As a high technology company focused on Research and Development we add value through
partnership with major Technological centers, Universities, and reputed industrial firms. echnopa

Every wednesday, 10 AM to 4 PM is fixed for
counselling the TePP innovators

TePP Outreach Centre, Park Centre, Technopark, Trivandrum 695 581
FAX:0471-2700171 E-mail: kccnair@technopark.org
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